T he June 2005 special issue titled Methodological Issues Related to Quality of Life (QOL) Measurement (David Cella, Editor) was too expansive for a single journal issue; hence, the decision was made to save three of the more technical articles for September. These very interesting articles provide an overview of the use of Item Response Theory in nondichotomous, QOL measures ("Item Response Theory and Its Applications to Patient-Reported Outcomes Measurement" by Drs. Chih-Hung Chang and Bryce B. Reeve), differential item functioning analysis in small samples ("Procedures for the Analysis of Differential Item Functioning [DIF] for Small Sample Sizes" by Drs. Jin-shei Lai, Joanne Teresi, and Richard Gershon), and structural equation modeling applications for QOL assessment ("Application of Structural Equation Modeling to Health Outcomes Research" by Drs. Ron D. Hays, Dennis Revicki, and Karin Coyne). We are greatly indebted to these authors, as well as the special issue's editor Dr. David Cella, for explicating the use of these valuable procedures for our readers. I am sure that Dr. Cella joins me in also thanking Dr. Penny S. Brucker for her tireless efforts and organizational skills in bringing this project to fruition.
